
 

 

Hello int
 
A few m
container
intermod
 
When I f
tutorial, 
importan
 
 
This met
 

 H
 W
 W
 E
 It
 In

to
 T

 
Now to b
 
First, let
grade N3
floor and
 
I bought
http://cg
offer on 
cents per
magnet a
acceptab
 
 
 

Double

termodal mo

onths ago, a
rs on my do

dal modelers

finally arriv
I’d like to 

nt to me, and

hod... 

Holds contain
Works for the
Works for all
Easy and fast
t’s as easy to
nstallation is
o resell your 

The price isn

begin... 

’s meet the 
35. These ma
d ceiling of D

t these from
i.ebay.com
their own 

r magnet, wh
at RadioSha
le price. 

e-stacking

www.
The

delers...  

after a proces
ouble-stack 
. 

ed at this m
just tout th

d I’m glad I w

ners securely
e major bran
l sizes of con
t to install th
o rearrange y
s temporary, 

collection. 
’t obscene.  

magnets. Th
agnets are st
Deluxe Innov

m KJmagneti
m/ws/eBayIS

site. http://w
hich is cheap

ack!) . I will

 

g your co
By Jo

e Source for 

ss of trial an
trains, usin

method, it fel
he numerou
was able to s

y as long as y
nds of contai
ntainers, incl
he magnets. N
your containe

does not mo

hese are 6m
rong enough
vations conta

ics eBay sto
SAPI.dll...te
www.kjmag
per than mo
l use four m

ontainers
oel Frangqui

N Scale Inte

 

nd error, I arr
g MAGNET

lt like a mom
us benefits 
satisfy them 

your train do
ners. 
luding 20 FO
No glue! Ma
ers in your w
odify or dam

mm in diame
h to attract e
ainers. 

ore. Current
em=566828
gnetics.com
ost offers out
magnets per 

: The Ma
st 

.info 
rmodal 

rived at a sy
TS. I’d like 

ment of triu
of my syst
all. 

oesn’t wreck

OOT contain
agnet polarity
wellcars as it
mage the con

eter, 1.5mm 
ach other str

tly they are 
86815 (I do
m/) 1000 ma

t there. (For 
container, th

gnet Met

P

stem for hol
to share it 

umph, and b
em. All the

k. 

ners. 
y doesn’t ma
t is to put the

ntainers if yo

thick, neod
rongly even 

still offerin
on’t think K
agnets for un

god’s sake 
hus 18 cent

hod.  

 
a g e  | 1 

lding togethe
with my fe

efore I begi
ese criteria 

atter! 
em in once.

ou decide one

dymium mag
through the 

ng the same
K and J has
nder $45, o
don’t pay $
s a containe

 

er my 
ellow 

in the 
were 

e day 

gnets, 
thick 

 deal 
s this 
or 4.5 
1 per 

er, an 



Double-stacking your containers: The Magnet Method.  
By Joel Frangquist 
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Here they are with a pencil for size comparison. 
 

 
 

Now let’s meet the other participants: A couple containers, obviously. And little paper strips, ¼” 
wide by slightly under 3” long. What’s with the paper strips?? Mystified at the moment? Not to 
worry, all will be explained... 
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Let me show now you how the paper strips are used. Two magnets are placed on each end of a 
paper strip on opposite sides of the paper. The strip will hold the magnets at each end of a 
container, allowing both ends of a pair of containers to be held securely together, even with 
containers (i.e. Deluxe) that don’t have little pins for placement. This helps insure that all four 
corners of the container remain lined up, and it’s also integral to using 20’ containers with this 
method. 
 
By placing the paper between the pairs of magnets, the magnets hold themselves onto the paper 
by themselves...no glue necessary. One of these little assemblies will go inside any container 40’ 
or longer. Here’s a picture of a pair of strips with the magnets attached, one seen on edge and 
one flat. 

 

 
 
Next I’ll show how I cut the strips...But first a word about the paper. I used 24 pound LaserJet 
paper for my printer; it happened to be lying around, and it happened to be more or less perfect. 
A thinner paper might not be strong enough to hold the magnets apart, but you don’t want to use 
too thick a cardstock. “Why not?”...you might be asking. Why not strips of plastic or cardboard, 
something stiffer to keep the magnets from ending up meeting in the middle? First of all, the 
paper is sufficient, and you’re likely to have it lying around. More importantly, however, the 
paper can twist, and this means that you don’t have to worry about the magnets polarity(!). As 
I’ll show you, the paper will twist as it needs to inside a container to match up polarity.  
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Now to cut the paper... 

A 40’ N scale container, if properly to scale, is exactly 3 inches long. This means the inside is 
slightly less than 3”, and that’s how long you want your strips. Conveniently, if you measure the 
8 ½” width of standard printer paper in thirds, you get exactly what you need!!! About 2 13/16 
inches, that is. Here it is measured... 

 

 
 
And here it is cut. 
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Now, you need to cut it into approximately ¼” strips, the short way. Fortunately for me, my 
roommate had a simple paper shredder that did it for me in two seconds. Whoopee!!!...(when I 
discovered she had the shredder I went nuts and she thought I was weird going nuts over a paper 
shredder. ) 
 

 
 
If you don’t have access to a suitable paper shredder, I suggest a paper cutter or in the worst case 
scissors, but cut several layers at once, not one at a time. 
Okay, now on to the installation! This is as easy as opening up the containers, dropping the strips 
with magnets inside, and putting the floor (or roof) back on. The strip will rattle around 
inside...don’t abuse it, but don’t worry about it. 
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Now place one container on top of the other...the strip in the top one will drop to the floor...the 
strip in the bottom one will rise magnetically to the ceiling...and VOILA!!! Proof it works. 

 

 
 
One last note and you’ll know the whole method. 20’ containers don’t need a strip, just a single 
magnet (or two) inside. (I actually use some slightly bigger stronger magnets that I bought 
previously.) 
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